
“Swish!”

“That wasn’t a swish! It didn’t even go in!”

Matthew laughs as he retrieves the
basketball from the lawn and rushes back to
the court to take his shot. David laughs too
and shrugs, admitting without speaking that
his shot didn’t really make it into the basket.
“Eighteen to sixteen to… how many do you
have,Ashley?”

Ashley gets up from the bench where she
had taken a very brief break to have a drag
on a cigarette with the other two kids who
are watching the game.

“I don’t know, ten or eleven or something.”

She takes a pass from Matthew and sets her
eyes on the basket.

The exact score matters less than the
participation, being a part of not only the
game, but of a distracting moment away
from Ontario Works paperwork, web
searches for apartments, and the difficulty of
trying to finish school while doing all these
other things.

The backyard at Our Place Peel is large. It’s
big enough for a basketball court, an apple

tree, and a wild, wild garden with room left
over for lots of lawn. As a volunteer, I find the
backyard a good place to spend the two
hours I’m at OPP on a weekday evening. The
youth don’t always suggest going outside;
they don’t always know each other very well
and might not feel comfortable proposing a
basketball game. I can take this uponmyself.
It keeps me active and keeps them active
and allows for a different kind of interaction
than sitting inside chatting. But as the days
grow shorter and the leaves grow colourful,
the basketball court grows less and less
inviting. The time has come for playing cards
around the table in the warm kitchen.

“Owe, fingernails!”

Maria chuckles. “Jess, your fingernails are
so sharp!”

Spoons is a card game in which sharp
fingernails can come into contact with the
soft flesh of the backs of hands. Dinner
spoons are put on the table, always one less
than the number of players, and when
certain conditions are met in the card game,
everyonemust grab a spoon.The player who
doesn’t get a spoon loses. It is a vibrant and
fast paced game and is very popular at
OPP, even if you might need a band-aid
after playing.

“I always lose! I hate playing spoons! I’m
always last place!”

Jamira claims to hate playing spoons, but
the number of smiles she flashes while
doing it and the laugh she gives as she says
this suggests otherwise. That she “always”
loses suggests that she has seen her share of
spoons games at OPP. “Always” losing might
just offer Jamira a brief moment of stability
in what for her is a very unstable time in her
life. OPP can give her that and I am happy to
be a part of it.

jeff may,volunteer
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Our Place Peel is proud to announce that we will be participating in
the Raising the Roof Toque Campaign for the second year. Our Place
Peel’s campaign will begin on December 1, 2010 (Just in time for the
Holiday Season).

Last year, Our Place Peel was able to raise $4,880.00 through the
toque sales. The goal for the upcoming campaign is to sell 1000
toques.BUT,we need your help.Each toque sells for $10 and Our Place
Peel receives $8 for each toque we sell.

This is a great opportunity to help Our Place Peel and pick up a nice
toque for yourself or as a stocking stuffer.

Raising the Roof is a national fundraising and awareness initiative
in which schools, businesses and community groups sell
trademark Raising the Roof toques to raise funds for local
community homelessness agencies. This year, Raising the Roof
is joined by national sponsors; Intact Insurance and the Canadian
Traffic Association.

If you are interested in purchasing a toque(s) or if you would be
willing to sell toques on behalf of Our Place Peel, please contact
Tim Stevens at the shelter at 905.238.1383 Ext. 31 or email him at
tstevens@ourplacepeel.org

help us help you!

Please sendmemore information on planned
giving or a gift of life insurance.

I would like to remain anonymous when
Our Place Peel publicly acknowledges its donors.

thanks bdo canada

yes, i want to support our placepeel
Please accept my single donation to Our Place Peel in the amount of:

$250 $100 $75 $50 Other $_______
Please chargemy credit card for this amount accordingly or enclosed is my cheque/money
order payable toOur Place Peel.

OR Please accept mymonthly donation to Our Place Peel in the amount of:

$40 $25 $15 $10 Other $_______
Please chargemy credit card or withdraw frommy bank account (enclosed is a voided
cheque) the above indicated amount on the 15th day of eachmonth.

guarantee: You can change or cancel your
contribution at any time simply by contacting us
bymail, telephone or fax.

charitable registration number: 119074136RR0001

contact details

Mr / Mrs / Ms First Name Last Name

Address

City Prov. Postal Code

Telephone Email

credit card details

Type of Card VISA MasterCard AMEX

Card Number __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ Expiry date __ __ / __ __

Signature

Detach and mail or fax fully completed form back to Our Place Peel.Thank you for your support!

putting on a toque
As I look back on my year that I was on maternity leave with
my son, I am always amazed at the great work that Our Place
Peel does for the youth who are homeless.

I would like to extend many thanks to Lana Burchett who
was the acting Executive Director while I was away; she did a
wonderful job as it was quite a busy year. As we move into
the winter months and the holidays are approaching we
often think about spending timewith our family and friends,
it is hard to imagine that so many youth do not have any
families or homes to go to.

The staff, student’s, volunteers and you (our donors) make
the holidays wonderful for our youth who are living in our
shelter.We make sure that all youth have homemade meals
and gifts to open so their holiday season is enjoyable.
With the cold weather here andmore kids than ever looking
for shelter, youmake it possible to bring help and hope back
into the lives of very good people.

I would like to thank everyone who has supported Our Place
Peel over the year(s); we can’t thank you enough for your
on-going commitment to the agency. Together we can
make a difference in the lives of youth who need our help
and support.

Christy Upshall,executive director

On August 19, 2010, BDO Canada held their annual bowling
fundraiser at Classic Bowl in Mississauga.This year, Our Place Peel was
selected by the organizing committee of the event as the recipient of
the funds raised through the event. It was a striking good time as
members of the Our Place Peel staff team and board of directors took
part as bowlers in the event. The event featured good food, prize
draws and lots of fun for all involved. At the event, Ellen Morita,
President of the Board of Directors for Our Place Peel accepted
an oversized cheque symbolizing the $40,000 raised for Our Place
Peel through this event. Thanks to BDO Canada for helping to make
a difference.

homelessness day
On November 17, 2010 (National Youth Homelessness Awareness
Day), Christy Upshall (Executive Director) accepted a cheque
totaling $20,000 that CIBC donated as part of their Community
Investment Fund. Many thanks to CIBC for their on-going
commitment to our organization and to the youth we serve.

a specialmessage
Our Place Peel is pleased to announce the Region of Peel and the
Homelessness Partnering Strategy’s recently approved funding for
the development our EmergencyYouth Shelter.

The project will see the enhancement and expansion of Our Place
Peel’s emergency youth shelter operations in Peel while addressing
the issue of undesirable types of youth behaviour along with the
limited capacity of the existing shelter building and in the community
at large.

The project proposes to reconfigure the shelter within the existing
building to provide six (6) new transitional beds that would meet the
needs of youth who need to stay longer than the three week period
currently available. These beds would be used by youth requiring a
stay of approx. one to three months. These youth would ideally come
from the emergency shelter population which would free up more
shelter beds to meet emergency accommodation needs and
reduce the number of youth that are turned away due to lack of
capacity. Currently, our average monthly capacity ranges from
85 to 100%.

Overall, Our Place Peel’s goal is to increase and improve services to
strengthen the continuumof care to achievemore effective results for
homeless youth in Peel, while providing a safe, secure, stable and
home-like setting.The aim is to:

• Reduce the number of youth whowe turn away due to
capacity limitations

• Reduce the rate of recidivism among the youth who use
our services

• Increase the quality and quantity of care we provide to youth
seeking our services

• Increase public awareness efforts to youth and to those who
find themselves in a position to refer youth to our services as
an education and prevention strategy

• Create amore conducive space for programming to take place
and amore welcoming and productive environment for youth,
staff and volunteers

We are thrilled to share the progress with you in the upcoming
months in our spring newsletter, if you have any questions about our
expansion please contact cupshall@ourplacepeel.org

enhancement update

Wewould like to welcome Diana Noel who joined Our Place
Peel’s Board of Directors in October of 2010,we look forward
toworkingwith you.A big thank you to Hanif Ladhawho has
spent 7 years on our Board of Directors, your expertise and
support was greatly appreciated.

welcome diana noel

905 270 7700 www.bdo.ca

BDO Canada LLP, a Canadian limited liability partnership, is a member of BDO International Limited, 
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member firms. BDO is the brand name for the BDO network  and for each of the BDO Member Firms.

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS AND ADVISORS

On Friday, August 27, Our Place Peel staff and residents had the
opportunity to take in a Toronto Blue Jays game from the comfort of
the Jays Care Foundation Community Clubhouse. This was a rare
opportunity for all, to enjoy the game from the comfort of a luxury
box, complete with all the pizza and chicken you can eat and comfy
couches to sit on while watching the Blue Jays defeat the
Detroit Tigers.Many thanks to the Jays Care Foundation for providing
a wonderful evening to close out the summer of 2010.

the big game

our place peel’s privacy protection policy
Our Place Peel is committed to ensuring
your privacy. We will periodically contact
you or send you information about
Our Place Peel, funding opportunities,
and related events.

If you prefer a specific method of contact
or do not wish to receive information,
please call us at 905.238.1383 Ext. 32 or
email us at cupshall@ourplacepeel.org

Thank you for your support!

Gifts in lieu of monetary donations are
alwayswelcome!

Gift certificates from local grocery stores are
needed for extra supplies or unexpected
visits for dinner from former youth living
in the community. Gift certificates from
Walmart, Shoppers Drug Mart, Tim Hortons,
and Aurora Meat and Cheese at Dixie and
Burnhamthorpe are also appreciated.

We are currently in need of the following
personal hygiene products:

• Toothbrushes

• Toothpaste

• Bar soap

• Body wash

• Shaving cream

• Razors

• Dental floss

• Socks (men andwomen)

• Underwear (men andwomen)

The following are the youth’s wish list items:

• Undershirts and long underwear

• Pajamas

• Slippers

• Notebooks

• Day planners

• Makeup

• Combs and brushes

• Hair accessories

• Cologne and/or perfumes

• Pens,pencils,highlighters, etc.

• School supplies

• Nail files and clippers

Due to storage space limitations, we regret
that we can only accept new or nearly new
items at this time.We like to thank all of our
donors so be sure to leave your information
with the staff when dropping off donations.

wish list

My name is Jennifer Lema and I am the Resource Counselor at Our Place Peel. Having worked at
Our Place Peel for the past 6 years I have been privileged to be a small part in the success and
growth of many youth. I would like to tell you about a youth whose story doesn’t quite fit into
the mould of what we would traditionally look at as success. John came to the shelter for the
first time in the fall of 2009. Like most of our youth, John’s story was sad and he was trying to
make a fresh start in life. It did not take staff long to recognize John as an intelligent youngman
whowas full of potential.

Unfortunately, it also didn’t take staff long to recognize a definite lack of motivation on John’s
part as it related to improving his situation. Over the past year, I have witnessed as John has
come to Our Place Peel time and again. Each time, our staff has done their best to work with
John to help him set goals and to work towards them. Yet, each time we have seen John put
forth a minimal amount of effort and eventually discovered that his approved time at Our Place
Peel had expired or that he had done something to warrant an early discharge.As a staff,we can
set behavioural and case plan related guidelines for John. We can ensure that while he is a
resident of Our Place Peel we allow him to see what his life could look like.What we cannot do is
take the steps needed to achieve his goals for him.That part is up to John.

One of the hardest parts of this job is to not lose hope that John and the many youth like John
will one day pick themselves up and work toward a better future. I believe that one of the
greatest responsibilities we have to these youth is to be there for them each time they are need,
because you never know what word of encouragement or word of reprimand will be the thing
that finally gets through. Thankfully, Our Place Peel is an agency that believes in second
chances, and third chances, and fourths and however many it takes.

john’s story

OnWednesday,October 20, 2010 volunteers from Canadian Tire came to Our Place Peel and did
much needed work in and around our shelter. Involved in the effort were workers with many
trades.This past summer, a donation to purchase all new bedroom furnishings was given to Our
Place Peel for our six bedrooms / 14 beds.The furniture was delivered to our shelter on the 20th
of October and the Volunteers from Canadian Tire moved the old furniture out and brought the
new furniture in. Along with the furnishings, the volunteers did yard clean up, painting and
some repairs to our existing fence.

The staff and management team at Our Place Peel would like to take this opportunity to thank
all the volunteers from Canadian Tire and acknowledge our greatest appreciation for their
contribution to our organization.

canadian tire day



“Swish!”

“That wasn’t a swish! It didn’t even go in!”

Matthew laughs as he retrieves the
basketball from the lawn and rushes back to
the court to take his shot. David laughs too
and shrugs, admitting without speaking that
his shot didn’t really make it into the basket.
“Eighteen to sixteen to… how many do you
have,Ashley?”

Ashley gets up from the bench where she
had taken a very brief break to have a drag
on a cigarette with the other two kids who
are watching the game.

“I don’t know, ten or eleven or something.”

She takes a pass from Matthew and sets her
eyes on the basket.

The exact score matters less than the
participation, being a part of not only the
game, but of a distracting moment away
from Ontario Works paperwork, web
searches for apartments, and the difficulty of
trying to finish school while doing all these
other things.

The backyard at Our Place Peel is large. It’s
big enough for a basketball court, an apple

tree, and a wild, wild garden with room left
over for lots of lawn. As a volunteer, I find the
backyard a good place to spend the two
hours I’m at OPP on a weekday evening. The
youth don’t always suggest going outside;
they don’t always know each other very well
and might not feel comfortable proposing a
basketball game. I can take this uponmyself.
It keeps me active and keeps them active
and allows for a different kind of interaction
than sitting inside chatting. But as the days
grow shorter and the leaves grow colourful,
the basketball court grows less and less
inviting. The time has come for playing cards
around the table in the warm kitchen.

“Owe, fingernails!”

Maria chuckles. “Jess, your fingernails are
so sharp!”

Spoons is a card game in which sharp
fingernails can come into contact with the
soft flesh of the backs of hands. Dinner
spoons are put on the table, always one less
than the number of players, and when
certain conditions are met in the card game,
everyonemust grab a spoon.The player who
doesn’t get a spoon loses. It is a vibrant and
fast paced game and is very popular at
OPP, even if you might need a band-aid
after playing.

“I always lose! I hate playing spoons! I’m
always last place!”

Jamira claims to hate playing spoons, but
the number of smiles she flashes while
doing it and the laugh she gives as she says
this suggests otherwise. That she “always”
loses suggests that she has seen her share of
spoons games at OPP. “Always” losing might
just offer Jamira a brief moment of stability
in what for her is a very unstable time in her
life. OPP can give her that and I am happy to
be a part of it.

jeff may,volunteer

3579 Dixie Road,Mississauga,ON L4Y 2B3
T: 905.238.1383 F: 905.238.6916

winter | 2010 / 2011

www.ourplacepeel.org

a special message | welcome diane noel |
enhancement update | thanks bdo canada

p2

putting on a toque | the big game |
homelessness day | support form

p3

john’s story | canadian tire day | wish listp4
thank youp5

thank you (cont’d)p6

in this issue

a volunteer’s tale

thank you (cont’d)
Jennifer Rodriguez-Pen
Jerry Beniuk
Jerry Gomes
Jit Varaitch
Joan Fletcher
Joan Fitch
Joan Colbbold
Joanne Prince
Joe-AnneVanhorn
John Steferidis
John Hnatiw
Jonathan Carson
Jonathan Oldman
Jordan Alexander
Jorge Saban
Joseph Chirayil
JosephMbuyi
Joseph & Dorothy Brown
Joyce Seymour
Judith Vaughan
Judy Langford
Judy Slone
Jule Mycan
Julian Sylvester
Juri Varangu
Justin Terry
Karen Gille
Karina Zapata
Katarina de Gooyer
KateWybrow
Kathleen Freeman
KathleenWare
Kathleen Quong
Kathryn Petersen
Kathy Hicks
Kavitha Setlur
Kelly Spence
Kern Lewin
Kevin Hamer
Kevin Barley
KevinWhyte
Kim Stubberfield
Kimberly Miller
Kris McCrady
Krysteen Chau
Kumar Kandasamy
Kyle Gilbert
Lana Burchett

Lee Paule
Lee & Elizabeth Pomeroy
Linda LaPlante
Linda Sato
LindaMarfleet
Lisa Ann Bawden
Lois Todd
Lorene Albers
Lori Sartor
Lori Burrell
Lorraine Sato
Lynda Prain
Marco Lofranco
Maria Ferguson
Maria Pereira
Maria Facciolo
Maria Papadogianis
Maria Foccilo
MarianYu
MarianaVrabie
Marianne de Borja
Marie Toyota
Marie Gomez
Marilyn Dalzell
Mario Policicchio
Mark Dams
Mark Grimmer
Martha Ramirez
Mary Bellissimo
Mary Jenkins
Mary Byberg
Mary Franchino
Mary Andrews
Mary M.Diniz
Matt Hill
May Nwokedi
Meredith Geldorf
Mert Guler
Michael Federico
Michael Partipilo
Michael Toth
Michael Kociuba
Michael Sabusco
Michael Shiels
Michaell Duquette
Micheal Gesualdi
Milica Svicevic
Milka Brajovic

Mimi Karampatos
Mina Patel
Miriam Phelps
Mona Gudjurgis
Monica Pacheco
Morris Ingram
Mufti Monazzim
Murray Laidlaw
Nancy Erb Kee
Nasir Merchant
Natalia Buchok
Navdeep Bains,MP
Neelfer Bana
Neil Bobb
Nicole Vrbicek
Nicole Budney
Nitin Bhandari
Norma Kelkar
Oliver Bisceglia
Orhan Kacira
PamelaYudcovitch
Pamela Strutzenberg
Pamella Bailey
Paramjit Deol
Patricia Yorke
Patricia Cochrane
Patricia Aira
Patricia Saito
Patsy Ann Baker-Dean
Paul Seeram
Paul Glover
Pauline Atkinson
Pauline Duinker
Peter Hoyle
Peter Rawlinson
Philip Hyland
Phillip Beams
Plutarko Pacheco
Priscilla Bajuo
Rabia Sheikh
Rachel Higgs
Raj Gomar
Rajinder Atwal
Rakesh Sharma
Ravneet Kaur
RebeccaMycan
Rebecca Ritchie
Rhonda Lichty

Rhonda Cline
Richard Beecroft
Rita Singh
Rob Stinson
Robert Kee
Robert Stambula
Robert Kruzel
Robert Murphy
Rosa Botelho
Rose Balian
Rosemary Femia
Ruth Nott
Sabrina Karmali
Sachin Bhandari
Sandra McDonnell
Sandra Ziemniak
Sanjay Gomes
Sanjeev Bhanot
Sara Ahmed
Sarah Brooks
Sarah Burd
Sebastian Selvagio
Shael Beckenstein
Shalini Konanur
Shaminder Dhilon
ShanaThomas
Sharbari Chakraborty
Sharen Skene
Sharon Carew
Sharon Stevens
Shea Lasky
SheenaMcDonald
Sheena Stark
Sheila Farrell
Shelby Challenger
Shelley Toyota
Shoaib Ahmed
Shontelle Sargeant
Sophia Reid
Stan Bowden
Stephanie Chan
Stephanie Shum
Stephanie Chiariello
SteveMcGoey
Steven Prisco
Stivin Jajou
Sue Bhanot
SueWilliams

Surihder K.Takhar
Surinder Sandhar
Susan Lloyd
Susan Luft
Susan Hood
Susan Gillespie
Susan Gorveski
SushmaMarvaha
SuzanneVaz
Syeda Rahman
Tanla Grimmer
Tanya Godson
Tanya Leigh
Tara Irwin
Terrence G Edgar
Terrie Miller
Thelma D’Cunha
Theresa Lew
Theresa Gilbert
Tim Stevens
Tim Elliott
Tina Cosentino
TomWard
TomMorita
Tony Karkheck
Tony Di Battista
Tracy Lewis
Traphene Lowe
Tuan Ho
V.Stensson
Valerio Papa
VanessaWeale
Victor Santos
Virginia Marshall
Vito Rizzuto
Vivian Flores
Vivian Erbrecht
W.Lavis
Walter Chatter
Wayne Davis
Wendie Gibbons
Wendy Davis
William Graham
Wilma Upshall
Yasir Hussain
ZdzislawTrojanowski
Zoe Kwong

A very special thank you to the following funders

Our Place Peel is committed to protecting the privacy of our donors. If you do not wish to have your name published,please let us know.

thank you

CIBC
Central Peel Secondary School
Brampton Church of the Nazarene
Rothmans,Benson & Hedges Inc.
MokshaYogaMississauga Inc.
Metis Association of Ontario
Applewood United Church
Turner Fenton Secondary School
St.Clement Catholic Church
Old Navy
Landmark TuesdayMorning
Stitchers
Kasseler Food Products Inc.
The Hazel McCallion Charitable

Fund
Dupont Canada
G.E.Capital Canada
Rotary Club of Mississauga –

Meadowvale
St.Patrick’s School
Hitachi Canada Ltd.
Staples – Business Depot
Maritz Canada Inc.
RBC Foundation
TD Bank Financial Group
Canadian Tire Jumpstart Charities
Westdale Construction Company
CCI-T/ACMO Conference Office
Federated Insurance
St.Paul’s Presbyterian Church
New Covenant Church
MississaugaWaterfront Festival
Pepsi Trade & Distributors Group
Hersheys Canada
Bingo RevenueMississauga
Trophy Foods Inc.
LaurieWilliamson Pontiac

Buick Ltd.
REALTORS Care Foundation
Pricewaterhouse Coopers

Foundation
Bernardi Human Resource Law
Bramalea Baptist Church
John Fraser Secondary School
MARS Canada Inc.
UFCW Local 175 & 633
St.Hilary’s Anglican Church
Junior League of Toronto
Parent Management Inc.
Caria Rahada
Pallett Valo LLP
Coats O’Neil Mannerow LLP
Glenforest Secondary School –

Parents Council
Prophet Elias Greek Orthodox

Church
Risen Christ Lutheran Church
Something Special – Gift Store
Region of Peel
Sikhcess
Randeep St. Jacques
Society of St.Vincent de Paul
Jewell Catering
Christ The King – Roman Catholic

Church
Aeropostale 3016
CatholicWomen’s League –

Nativity of Our Lord
Callan Property Management

Group
Dixie Bloor Neighbourhood

Centre
Sheridan Park Public School
Jays Care Foundation
One Design Boatcovers
Iana Bakery
Canada Helps
Christ Church Anglican

Scotia Capital Inc.
Telus Communications Co.
Mississauga St Michael’s Majors
Mississauga Quilters Guild
Java Joe’s
McKesson Logistics Solutions
ARAMARK Canada Ltd.
McCarthy Tetrault Foundation
Carolyn Sifton Foundation Inc.
Winners Merchants International

L.P.
Vita Centre
Erindale Secondary School
KPMG
Community Foundation of

Mississauga
St.Augustine Secondary School
Ontario English Catholic

Teachers’Association
Mississauga Credit Valley Lions

Club
Winners # 233
Kellogg Canada Inc.
The Philoptochos Society
ClanMackay Association of

Canada
Rotary Club of Mississauga
Mississauga Club
Ryan ULC
Ministry of Children andYouth

Services in Brampton
Avenue Dental
The DamAffinity YoungMoms

Program
Nestle Canada Corporate Affairs
TheMarion Ethel and Frederick

John Kamm Foundation
Coca-Cola Bottling Company
OmegaMaster Chapter of

Beta Sigma Phi
BMO Employee Charitable

Foundation
Wardrop Engineering
Cooksville United ChurchWomen
Bell Canada
Mysteriously Yours...Mystery

Dinner Theatre
Genumark Promotional
Merchandise Inc
UnitedWay of Peel Region
Pratt &Whitney Canada Corp.
Liberty Junction Theatre

Company
UnitedWay of Greater Toronto
OPG Employees’and Pensioners’

Charity Trust
Ontario Gamma SigmaMaster

Chapter
World Financial Group
ZZen Group of Companies

Limited
Blankets4Canada
Franklin Templeton Investments
Style Sense
The Hitachi Foundation
Christ Church United – Clarkson
The SpringThing Committee

Christ Church United
Knights of Columbus Our Lady of

Peace Council No.
Salon Dolce Vita
Sir Joseph Flavelle Foundation
Christ Church Anglican
Sentry Select Capital Corp.
Manulife Financial
Keg Restaurants Ltd.
Reviving the Islamic Spirit
CAF America

CTC Foundation for Family
Peel Criminal Lawyers Association
R.C.E.C.St. John of the Cross Parish
Lions Club of Streetsville
Symcor
Raising the Roof
ValueVillage
Bargain Group
Sri Guru Nanak Sikh Centre
Lions Club of Dixie Mississauga
G.E Commercial Distribution

Finance Canada
Vancity Community Foundation
Shorani Sikh Gurdwara
G4S Cash Services (Canada)
Ontario Power Generation Inc.
Boston Pizza
Andrea Casino Tours
3M Canada Headquarters
The George Lunan Foundation
The GlaxoSmithKline Foundation
Streetsville United Church

Women
Medtronic of Canada Ltd.
On theMove Catering Company
Knights of Columbus JFK Council
Royal Canadian Golf Association
St.Mary’s CatholicWomen’s

League
Sport Nutrition Stop
Unknown 4
Father Micheal Goetz Secondary

School
St. John the Baptist Church
Church of St. Luke
Erindale United ChurchWomen
Frank Fowler Foundation
Brampton Probation,Ministry of

Children andYouth
Cawthra Park United Church
HUB International
Turtle Jack’s Muskoka Grill
Erin Mills United Church
Sisterhood of Solel
The Toskan Casale Foundation
TheMississauga News
Rads 24-7,Teleradiology

Consultants
Church of The Holy Spirit
E2 Energy Inc.
The Home Depot Foundation
Mississauga Secondary School
Knights of Columbus St.Patricks

Council # 12782
Home Sense – RockwoodMall
St.Patrick’s Church
Starbucks
F.K.Morrow Foundation
Byha PeeWee Kings
Meadowvale Theatre
Sandalwood Suites Hotel

Toronto Airport
Aaron Brox
Ada Papiernik
Adele Spafford
Alan Nulle
Alex Terrier
Alex Mycan
Alina Vrabie
AlisonMurray
Allan Bower
AllanMathews
Amanda Greaves
Amira Kusmic
Amritpal Sahota
Amy Gardner
AmyVaughan

Andrea Cochrane
Andrew Singh
Andrew Swanson
Andrew Lamere
Andrew Alba
Andrew Bos
AndrewMcCreath
Anil & Prafulla Vyas
Ankush Chopra
Ann Clancy
Ann Edge
Anna Rosa
AnnaMarie Dewar
Anne Grimmer
Annmarie Borosic
Annson Decroos
Anthony Partipilo
Ashley Coulson & Gursheel

Dhami Dhami
Atef Elgindi
Attila Vishmeg
Audrey Charles
Bandna Sawhney
Barbara Lewis
BarbaraWiseman
Beata Kruszynski
Bernadette Goodwin
Betty Misquith
Beverly McKean
Bill Boyee
Brandon Fang
Brian Carlson
BrianMcVicar
Brian John
Brian Paul
Bruce Lindsay
Bruce Cochrane
Carmen Buhagiar
Carol McCurdy
Carol Fagan
Cat Awen
Catalina Canola
Catherine Koehnen
Catherine Liguori
Cathy LaPlante
Cathy Smith
Cathy Economon
Cathy Semenzin
Celiza Ribero
Chad Fletcher
Chantelle Lapointe
Chantelle Palmer
Charmaine Cheung
Christian Thorvann
Christina Dabrowski
Christopher Chin
Claire Mroz
Claudett Bailey
Cora Gonzales
Craig Rideout
Cynthia Prechner
Dan Fagan
Dan Fudge
Dan Kockovski
Daniel Erbrecht
Daniela Stalteri
Danny Brasil
Danuta Sydorowski
Darin Senecal
Darren Godson
Dave Bosveld
David Venditti
David Stegeman
David Prosser
David Donofrio
Davina Bhandari
Dawn Drennan

Dawn Bender
Debbie Burgess
Deborah Porteous
Dee Esposito
Denyse Krizmanich
DerekWun
Devinder Sangha
Diana Noel
Diana Pronay
Diane Eddy
Diane Siggens
Diann Federico
Dinesh Chawla
Don Collini-Williams
Donna Kinzett
Donna Fagan
DougTurner
Douglas Lewis
Douglas Baba
Eduardo Pontes
Elisa Mesiti
Elissa Assayag
Ella Karia
EllenMorita
Eloni Steferidis
Elysia Noel
Emmanuel Bondzie Jr.
Eric Armour
Erica D’Souza
Erin Jamieson
Esery Mondesir
Estelle Anderson
EvaMounsteven
F.Asis
Faban Papa
FareedMohammed
Fatima Krabi
Fergonn Fernandez
Francisco Alves
Gail Jelley
Gary Robinson
GayleWoods
Geeta Solanki
George Economon
George Chilakos
George Routliffe
Grace Kopacz
Hanif Ladha
Helena Drydak
Herbert Thomas
Ian Baker
Indy Sandhar
Inge Schepp
Irene Silva
Jack Reblin
Jackie Tait
Jahmal Richardson
Jameel Ahmed
James Colgan
Jamie Silva
Jane Douglas
Janet Rennie
Janet Murdock
Janice Lepiten
JannWetmire
JaquelineWolfe
Jasmine Tehara
Jason Casey
Jenifer Ng
Jenifer Amilio
Jennifer Pacheco
Jennifer Sherwood
Jennifer Pasquale
Jennifer Pham
Jennifer Somwaru
Jennifer Fairfax
Jennifer Fonseca

Our Place Peel would like to thank the following Community Groups, Businesses and Individuals for their financial and in-kind support from
April 1,2009 – September 30,2010.



“Swish!”

“That wasn’t a swish! It didn’t even go in!”

Matthew laughs as he retrieves the
basketball from the lawn and rushes back to
the court to take his shot. David laughs too
and shrugs, admitting without speaking that
his shot didn’t really make it into the basket.
“Eighteen to sixteen to… how many do you
have,Ashley?”

Ashley gets up from the bench where she
had taken a very brief break to have a drag
on a cigarette with the other two kids who
are watching the game.

“I don’t know, ten or eleven or something.”

She takes a pass from Matthew and sets her
eyes on the basket.

The exact score matters less than the
participation, being a part of not only the
game, but of a distracting moment away
from Ontario Works paperwork, web
searches for apartments, and the difficulty of
trying to finish school while doing all these
other things.

The backyard at Our Place Peel is large. It’s
big enough for a basketball court, an apple

tree, and a wild, wild garden with room left
over for lots of lawn. As a volunteer, I find the
backyard a good place to spend the two
hours I’m at OPP on a weekday evening. The
youth don’t always suggest going outside;
they don’t always know each other very well
and might not feel comfortable proposing a
basketball game. I can take this uponmyself.
It keeps me active and keeps them active
and allows for a different kind of interaction
than sitting inside chatting. But as the days
grow shorter and the leaves grow colourful,
the basketball court grows less and less
inviting. The time has come for playing cards
around the table in the warm kitchen.

“Owe, fingernails!”

Maria chuckles. “Jess, your fingernails are
so sharp!”

Spoons is a card game in which sharp
fingernails can come into contact with the
soft flesh of the backs of hands. Dinner
spoons are put on the table, always one less
than the number of players, and when
certain conditions are met in the card game,
everyonemust grab a spoon.The player who
doesn’t get a spoon loses. It is a vibrant and
fast paced game and is very popular at
OPP, even if you might need a band-aid
after playing.

“I always lose! I hate playing spoons! I’m
always last place!”

Jamira claims to hate playing spoons, but
the number of smiles she flashes while
doing it and the laugh she gives as she says
this suggests otherwise. That she “always”
loses suggests that she has seen her share of
spoons games at OPP. “Always” losing might
just offer Jamira a brief moment of stability
in what for her is a very unstable time in her
life. OPP can give her that and I am happy to
be a part of it.

jeff may,volunteer
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Our Place Peel is proud to announce that we will be participating in
the Raising the Roof Toque Campaign for the second year. Our Place
Peel’s campaign will begin on December 1, 2010 (Just in time for the
Holiday Season).

Last year, Our Place Peel was able to raise $4,880.00 through the
toque sales. The goal for the upcoming campaign is to sell 1000
toques.BUT,we need your help.Each toque sells for $10 and Our Place
Peel receives $8 for each toque we sell.

This is a great opportunity to help Our Place Peel and pick up a nice
toque for yourself or as a stocking stuffer.

Raising the Roof is a national fundraising and awareness initiative
in which schools, businesses and community groups sell
trademark Raising the Roof toques to raise funds for local
community homelessness agencies. This year, Raising the Roof
is joined by national sponsors; Intact Insurance and the Canadian
Traffic Association.

If you are interested in purchasing a toque(s) or if you would be
willing to sell toques on behalf of Our Place Peel, please contact
Tim Stevens at the shelter at 905.238.1383 Ext. 31 or email him at
tstevens@ourplacepeel.org

help us help you!

Please sendmemore information on planned
giving or a gift of life insurance.

I would like to remain anonymous when
Our Place Peel publicly acknowledges its donors.

thanks bdo canada

yes, i want to support our placepeel
Please accept my single donation to Our Place Peel in the amount of:

$250 $100 $75 $50 Other $_______
Please chargemy credit card for this amount accordingly or enclosed is my cheque/money
order payable toOur Place Peel.

OR Please accept mymonthly donation to Our Place Peel in the amount of:

$40 $25 $15 $10 Other $_______
Please chargemy credit card or withdraw frommy bank account (enclosed is a voided
cheque) the above indicated amount on the 15th day of eachmonth.

guarantee: You can change or cancel your
contribution at any time simply by contacting us
bymail, telephone or fax.

charitable registration number: 119074136RR0001

contact details

Mr / Mrs / Ms First Name Last Name

Address

City Prov. Postal Code

Telephone Email

credit card details

Type of Card VISA MasterCard AMEX

Card Number __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ Expiry date __ __ / __ __

Signature

Detach and mail or fax fully completed form back to Our Place Peel.Thank you for your support!

putting on a toque
As I look back on my year that I was on maternity leave with
my son, I am always amazed at the great work that Our Place
Peel does for the youth who are homeless.

I would like to extend many thanks to Lana Burchett who
was the acting Executive Director while I was away; she did a
wonderful job as it was quite a busy year. As we move into
the winter months and the holidays are approaching we
often think about spending timewith our family and friends,
it is hard to imagine that so many youth do not have any
families or homes to go to.

The staff, student’s, volunteers and you (our donors) make
the holidays wonderful for our youth who are living in our
shelter.We make sure that all youth have homemade meals
and gifts to open so their holiday season is enjoyable.
With the cold weather here andmore kids than ever looking
for shelter, youmake it possible to bring help and hope back
into the lives of very good people.

I would like to thank everyone who has supported Our Place
Peel over the year(s); we can’t thank you enough for your
on-going commitment to the agency. Together we can
make a difference in the lives of youth who need our help
and support.

Christy Upshall,executive director

On August 19, 2010, BDO Canada held their annual bowling
fundraiser at Classic Bowl in Mississauga.This year, Our Place Peel was
selected by the organizing committee of the event as the recipient of
the funds raised through the event. It was a striking good time as
members of the Our Place Peel staff team and board of directors took
part as bowlers in the event. The event featured good food, prize
draws and lots of fun for all involved. At the event, Ellen Morita,
President of the Board of Directors for Our Place Peel accepted
an oversized cheque symbolizing the $40,000 raised for Our Place
Peel through this event. Thanks to BDO Canada for helping to make
a difference.

homelessness day
On November 17, 2010 (National Youth Homelessness Awareness
Day), Christy Upshall (Executive Director) accepted a cheque
totaling $20,000 that CIBC donated as part of their Community
Investment Fund. Many thanks to CIBC for their on-going
commitment to our organization and to the youth we serve.

a specialmessage
Our Place Peel is pleased to announce the Region of Peel and the
Homelessness Partnering Strategy’s recently approved funding for
the development our EmergencyYouth Shelter.

The project will see the enhancement and expansion of Our Place
Peel’s emergency youth shelter operations in Peel while addressing
the issue of undesirable types of youth behaviour along with the
limited capacity of the existing shelter building and in the community
at large.

The project proposes to reconfigure the shelter within the existing
building to provide six (6) new transitional beds that would meet the
needs of youth who need to stay longer than the three week period
currently available. These beds would be used by youth requiring a
stay of approx. one to three months. These youth would ideally come
from the emergency shelter population which would free up more
shelter beds to meet emergency accommodation needs and
reduce the number of youth that are turned away due to lack of
capacity. Currently, our average monthly capacity ranges from
85 to 100%.

Overall, Our Place Peel’s goal is to increase and improve services to
strengthen the continuumof care to achievemore effective results for
homeless youth in Peel, while providing a safe, secure, stable and
home-like setting.The aim is to:

• Reduce the number of youth whowe turn away due to
capacity limitations

• Reduce the rate of recidivism among the youth who use
our services

• Increase the quality and quantity of care we provide to youth
seeking our services

• Increase public awareness efforts to youth and to those who
find themselves in a position to refer youth to our services as
an education and prevention strategy

• Create amore conducive space for programming to take place
and amore welcoming and productive environment for youth,
staff and volunteers

We are thrilled to share the progress with you in the upcoming
months in our spring newsletter, if you have any questions about our
expansion please contact cupshall@ourplacepeel.org

enhancement update

Wewould like to welcome Diana Noel who joined Our Place
Peel’s Board of Directors in October of 2010,we look forward
toworkingwith you.A big thank you to Hanif Ladhawho has
spent 7 years on our Board of Directors, your expertise and
support was greatly appreciated.

welcome diana noel

905 270 7700 www.bdo.ca

BDO Canada LLP, a Canadian limited liability partnership, is a member of BDO International Limited, 
a UK company limited by guarantee, and forms part of the international BDO network of independent 
member firms. BDO is the brand name for the BDO network  and for each of the BDO Member Firms.

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS AND ADVISORS

On Friday, August 27, Our Place Peel staff and residents had the
opportunity to take in a Toronto Blue Jays game from the comfort of
the Jays Care Foundation Community Clubhouse. This was a rare
opportunity for all, to enjoy the game from the comfort of a luxury
box, complete with all the pizza and chicken you can eat and comfy
couches to sit on while watching the Blue Jays defeat the
Detroit Tigers.Many thanks to the Jays Care Foundation for providing
a wonderful evening to close out the summer of 2010.

the big game

our place peel’s privacy protection policy
Our Place Peel is committed to ensuring
your privacy. We will periodically contact
you or send you information about
Our Place Peel, funding opportunities,
and related events.

If you prefer a specific method of contact
or do not wish to receive information,
please call us at 905.238.1383 Ext. 32 or
email us at cupshall@ourplacepeel.org

Thank you for your support!

Gifts in lieu of monetary donations are
alwayswelcome!

Gift certificates from local grocery stores are
needed for extra supplies or unexpected
visits for dinner from former youth living
in the community. Gift certificates from
Walmart, Shoppers Drug Mart, Tim Hortons,
and Aurora Meat and Cheese at Dixie and
Burnhamthorpe are also appreciated.

We are currently in need of the following
personal hygiene products:

• Toothbrushes

• Toothpaste

• Bar soap

• Body wash

• Shaving cream

• Razors

• Dental floss

• Socks (men andwomen)

• Underwear (men andwomen)

The following are the youth’s wish list items:

• Undershirts and long underwear

• Pajamas

• Slippers

• Notebooks

• Day planners

• Makeup

• Combs and brushes

• Hair accessories

• Cologne and/or perfumes

• Pens,pencils,highlighters, etc.

• School supplies

• Nail files and clippers

Due to storage space limitations, we regret
that we can only accept new or nearly new
items at this time.We like to thank all of our
donors so be sure to leave your information
with the staff when dropping off donations.

wish list

My name is Jennifer Lema and I am the Resource Counselor at Our Place Peel. Having worked at
Our Place Peel for the past 6 years I have been privileged to be a small part in the success and
growth of many youth. I would like to tell you about a youth whose story doesn’t quite fit into
the mould of what we would traditionally look at as success. John came to the shelter for the
first time in the fall of 2009. Like most of our youth, John’s story was sad and he was trying to
make a fresh start in life. It did not take staff long to recognize John as an intelligent youngman
whowas full of potential.

Unfortunately, it also didn’t take staff long to recognize a definite lack of motivation on John’s
part as it related to improving his situation. Over the past year, I have witnessed as John has
come to Our Place Peel time and again. Each time, our staff has done their best to work with
John to help him set goals and to work towards them. Yet, each time we have seen John put
forth a minimal amount of effort and eventually discovered that his approved time at Our Place
Peel had expired or that he had done something to warrant an early discharge.As a staff,we can
set behavioural and case plan related guidelines for John. We can ensure that while he is a
resident of Our Place Peel we allow him to see what his life could look like.What we cannot do is
take the steps needed to achieve his goals for him.That part is up to John.

One of the hardest parts of this job is to not lose hope that John and the many youth like John
will one day pick themselves up and work toward a better future. I believe that one of the
greatest responsibilities we have to these youth is to be there for them each time they are need,
because you never know what word of encouragement or word of reprimand will be the thing
that finally gets through. Thankfully, Our Place Peel is an agency that believes in second
chances, and third chances, and fourths and however many it takes.

john’s story

OnWednesday,October 20, 2010 volunteers from Canadian Tire came to Our Place Peel and did
much needed work in and around our shelter. Involved in the effort were workers with many
trades.This past summer, a donation to purchase all new bedroom furnishings was given to Our
Place Peel for our six bedrooms / 14 beds.The furniture was delivered to our shelter on the 20th
of October and the Volunteers from Canadian Tire moved the old furniture out and brought the
new furniture in. Along with the furnishings, the volunteers did yard clean up, painting and
some repairs to our existing fence.

The staff and management team at Our Place Peel would like to take this opportunity to thank
all the volunteers from Canadian Tire and acknowledge our greatest appreciation for their
contribution to our organization.

canadian tire day
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make a fresh start in life. It did not take staff long to recognize John as an intelligent youngman
whowas full of potential.

Unfortunately, it also didn’t take staff long to recognize a definite lack of motivation on John’s
part as it related to improving his situation. Over the past year, I have witnessed as John has
come to Our Place Peel time and again. Each time, our staff has done their best to work with
John to help him set goals and to work towards them. Yet, each time we have seen John put
forth a minimal amount of effort and eventually discovered that his approved time at Our Place
Peel had expired or that he had done something to warrant an early discharge.As a staff,we can
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greatest responsibilities we have to these youth is to be there for them each time they are need,
because you never know what word of encouragement or word of reprimand will be the thing
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OnWednesday,October 20, 2010 volunteers from Canadian Tire came to Our Place Peel and did
much needed work in and around our shelter. Involved in the effort were workers with many
trades.This past summer, a donation to purchase all new bedroom furnishings was given to Our
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The staff and management team at Our Place Peel would like to take this opportunity to thank
all the volunteers from Canadian Tire and acknowledge our greatest appreciation for their
contribution to our organization.

canadian tire day


